
Focus on Improving Permanency Outcomes for Youth
M A S S A C H U S E T T S

Every child deserves a family



Fundamental Questions

Á What do we want to do?

Á What changes can we make that 

will result in an improvement?

Á How will we know that a change 

is an improvement?



Youth Aging Out of Foster Care

Á33% did not graduate high school/GED

Á40% employed

Á50% experienced hardship

ÅHomelessness, hunger, housing instability

Á33% demonstrated mental health issues

ÁMajority being close to family members

Ågrandparents and siblings
(Courtney and Dworsky, 2005)



ÁRecommendations:

ÅPermanency

ÅCustody

ÅHealth

ÅEducation

ÅEmployment

ÅHousing

ÅData Sharing
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